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Baldy Summer from
Down Under

continued from page one

Keepers and veterinarians are available to monitor an animal’s diet or help Take your mob (family)

if one becomes ill or injured. In the wild, low food supply and risk of disease on a walkabout they’ll
remember. Your ankle biters
(children) will love to feed

the new parakeets, hop with

are common factors in animal deaths. “Old age” is very rare in the wild since
even minor health issues left untreated make it more difficult to find food or

escape predators. Generally, animals are also safer in zoos than in the wild,

especially those considered more vulnerable or commonly preyed upon. the joeysiin the Qutback. Eivery

Most importantly however, zoos can help preserve endangered or threatened Friday, the Zoo will be open late for Family

animals from becoming extinct, increasing their species rate of survival. Friday Night and adults will enjoy a rip

snorter of a party (great time) Wednesday
Overall, zoo animals live longer than animals in the wild. Today the vast evenings in June and July at Zoo Brew. In

majority of all zoo animals are zoo-born and although not all will reach July, the Birdman will return with an all

maximum age — they can increasingly expect a maximum of high quality care. At plien: (et plenagil b

Zoo animals are the ambassadors of wildlife conservation worldwide. announce by early spring, we will have new

additions to the wallaby family! Don’t miss
another wild summer at the Blank Park Zoo!

Summer Safari
Camps

<eddy ;.
C"~?’ o %o 5’2‘./\ > It’s not too early to start thinking about
*~
J \;\)0 J’olu. — e“eﬁ' summer plans. Have your little explorers
777@ Blank?a(’ spend a week or more with us at Summer

Safari Zoo Camps! Registration is already
underway for kids 3 years through seventh
grade. We have exciting new themes and
activities for this summer’s camp sessions
and can promise lots of learning and fun!

To learn more go to www.blankparkzoo.com
or call 515-974-2550.

Contact:
Social Sales Manager
sales@blankparkzoo.org | 515.974.2504
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Supporter Snapshot

Blank Park Zoo has become increasingly popular
every year because of its fabulous contributors.
The Zoo's members, donors, volunteers and
visitors are the lifeblood of this organization.

None of the important work Blank Park Zoo
does would happen without their support. The
perfect example of the love, dedication and
excitement our contributors provide to the
Zoo is the Hansen Family - Ray, Stacie, Grant
and Annabelle, from West Des Moines. We
asked the Hansen's why they love the Zoo so
much. Here is what they had to say.

Farewell Mkuu

Mkuu, the Zoos latest giraffe calf left us on December 1, 2009 to head to
his new home at the zoo in Dallas, Texas. Born on July 26, 2008 to
y 5 Samburu, Mkuu (Swabhili for “chief”) was a wonderful
- i vy addition to the giraffe exhibit. Why did he have to
’,. —_— leave? Being a male, as Mkuu grew and matured, he
& and his father Jakobi would have had
¢ aggression issues, competing for
dominance and females in the herd.
Mkuu’s move will help start a new
# breeding herd and help to sustain
F 4 giraffe herds in North American
L. 700s. Blank Park Zoo will miss our
¢ beloved Mkuu, but know his move is
" for the best.

Why do you love the Zoo?

In our opinion there is no other central lowa attraction that dollar

for dollar provides a better experience for our children. During the
summer months when the kids are out of school we are at the Zoo 4-5
times per month and the kids never complain about going because
there is always something new that keeps them excited and interested.

The Zoo also provides Stacie and me the opportunity to spend
some adult time together. The Zoo Brews are a great way to unwind
listening to music and sampling wine and beer while taking in the
sights, sounds and sometimes smells of the animals.

What do you want to see in the future?

We are very excited about the proposed expansion of the Zoo.
Providing new exhibits and the opportunity for Grant and Annabelle
to become involved as young volunteers and some day Ambassadors
for the Zoo would be neat to see!

What is your favorite thing at the Zoo?

Grant and Annabelle constantly talk about the Baby Flamingos,

the Otters and the Sea Lions not to mention the Lions, Giraffe and
Llama... they often rush to see what the Macaques are up to and
can't wait to once again try to touch the tail feathers of the Peacock...
picking out a favorite would be difficult!

Why is the Zoo important to the Community?
It is very important that our community supports an attraction
that draws people in from all over the Midwest to Central lowa.
Increasing tourism revenue for Polk county and the surrounding
communities provides opportunities that otherwise would not be
possible for those of us that call Central lowa home.

Why are you a member?
Bottom line, the Zoo is just great fun. The annual membership is

a way to create memories for our children and support a valuable
resource for Central lowa.
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Get Involved

There are various ways to get involved with Blank Park Zoo. Whether it’s
through volunteering or as an intern, the Zoo is a great place to get hands on
experience and get a peek at what it takes to make a zoo run! To learn more
about our many opportunities please contact Daniela Graham, Volunteer

, Have you thought about including the Blank Park Zoo
Coordinator, at 515.974.2552.

in your Will?

U It’s easy
QU It feels great to make a difference
Internships Q It’s risk-free and revocable
Internships are for people who are currently enrolled in Q1It’s lasting
college or recently graduated. We offer internships both, in Q It has tax benefits
the field and our administration office, where you can learn
how to care for one of our many animal species or work with To learn more, please contact Emily Williams-Bouska at 515.974.2547 or
our development team to reach fundraising goals. Check out ewbouska@blankparkzoo.org or Azure Christensen at 515.974.2593 or
our web site to see what internships are currently available or aschristensen@blankparkzoo.org.

to download an application.

Volunteers

There is always a need for volunteers at the Blank Park Zoo!
From the special events we host such as: Night Eyes, Uptown
Hoedown and Dreamnight, to daily office tasks like mailings
and prepping for an upcoming board meeting, having an
extra hand is always helpful!

Zoo Crew

Zoo Crew is for kids ages 13-17. They get to volunteer with
our 3-5 year old Summer Safari campers, work in the Kids
Kingdom area, experience guest interaction and work with
education animals.
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What can you do for the Zoo?
The Blank Park Zoo is operated by the Blank Park Zoo Foundation, a
501(c) 3 not-for-profit organization. Each year thousands of generous

supporters give of their time, talent and treasure to ensure we share

knowledge, conserve nature, create adventure and serve our community,

inspiring all generations to learn about, care for and protect the living world.

We invite you to join these thousands of supporters by
making a gift. From $10 to $100 to $1,000, your contributions

make a difference!

$10

Provide food for our

$100
Adopt an Animal

snow leopards for

one day.

To learn more:

Visit www.blankparkzoo.com

Call 515.974.2589

Email sejacobs@blankparkzoo.org

through our animal
parent program.

$1,000

Put your name on a
new 100% recycled
bench made right
here in Iowa.

Thank You!

With deep appreciation, the Blank Park Zoo Foundation would like to

acknowledge our top community partners.

ABC5

Ahlers & Cooney, P C

Atlantic Coca Cola Bottling Company

Baker Electric

Bank of America

Bankers Trust

Blank Children’s Hospital

Bravo Greater Des Moines

Citadel

City of Des Moines

Clear Channel Outdoor

Clear Channel Radio

Community Foundation of Greater
Des Moines

Consumer Credit of Des Moines

Dahl’s Food Stores

Des Moines Register

Des Moines Radio Group

DEX

EMC Insurance Companies

HI Foundation Inc

Holmes Hyundai

Hy-Vee Food Stores

Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs

John Deere Credit

John Deere Des Moines Operations
Johnny's Italian Steakhouse

KCCI

KCWI

KDSM

Meredith Corporation Foundation
MidAmerican Energy Company

Mrs. Clark’s Foods

Nationwide

Prairie Meadows Racetrack & Casino
Principal Financial Group

Pioneer Hi-Bred International
Reynolds and Reynolds Inc.
University of lowa Children’s Hospital
Van Meter Industrial

Variety-The Children’s Charity of Iowa
Wells Fargo

West Bank

WHO-TV

Yellowbook
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Can you help the Zoo promote its popular
membership program?

If you would like your company or a company you know to provide
their employees with the opportunity to receive a discounted

Zoo membership this year, please contact Stephanie Jacobs at
515.974.2589 to discuss options.

U On-site booth in your lunch room
U Email blast

U Article in your internal newsletter
U Others

Lesser Kudu

Audrey Pohlmann, Zoo Educator Dan
Bieltz, Zoo Aquarist

Kathy McKee, Zoo Educator

Parking Lot Lighting
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We’d like to hear from you [ o111
your feedback is important!
www.blankparkzoo.com/survey
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Spring Brew at the Zoo

On April 15, 2010 sample a variety of summer
brews while enjoying food, music and all the
animals of the Discovery Center.

Feast in the Wild
Join us May 15,2010 from 10 am

/ to 9 pm for our 1* annual Feast
ﬁ' in the Wild. Not only will you be

@ able to taste foods from around the
world, but some from your backyard
as well! Restaurants from the Greater Des
Moines area will be serving up some delicious
items, including several kid-friendly options!
Enjoy kids’ inflatables and activities, cooking
demonstrations, live entertainment (both kid
and adult friendly) and all the animals of the

Blank Park Zoo!




